
 

Head of Household 

Married Filing Separate 

Head of Household 

Married Filing Separate 

Qualifying Widow(er) 

Head of Household 

Head of Household 

Filing Status Options 

Filing with Spouse? 

T/P paid over half of home 
maintenance cost for entire year? 

T/P’s spouse lived in house during 
last six months of tax year? 

Principal resident for more 
than six months of tax year for 

T/P’s dependent child? * 

Spouse died in current tax year? Entitled to file a joint return?

T/P paid over half of home maintenance cost 
for entire year and spouse did not live in 
home during last six months of tax year? 

Principal resident for more than 
six months of tax year for T/P’s 

dependent child? 

Spouse died 
during prior two 

tax years? 

T/P paid over half of 
home maintenance 
cost for entire year?

Entitled to file a 
joint return for 
year of death? 

Principal resident for 
entire tax year for T/P’s 

dependent child? 

Principal resident for more than six months 
of tax year for qualifying person? ** 

T/P paid over half of home 
maintenance cost for entire year?

Principal resident for more than six months 
of tax year for qualifying person? ** 

Married?

* Includes a child: 1) for whom the taxpayer has signed a declaration allowing the noncustodial parent to claim the exemption, or 2) for whom the noncustodial parent 
pays at least $600 a year support and is entitled to the exemption because of a pre-1985 agreement. Foster child must live with the taxpayer the entire year. 

** If qualifying person is a dependent parent who does not live with the taxpayer, the home maintained must have been the principal resident of the parent for the 
entire year. 

Widow(er)? 

Single? 
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